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Sharon Johnson, Executive Director

229-4255/Cell 908-1319

sjohnson@komencentralvalley.org
Central Valley Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure®
Fact Sheet

Our Promise

To save lives and end breast cancer forever by empowering people, ensuring quality care for all and energizing science to find the cures.

Our Story

Susan G. Komen was diagnosed with breast cancer in 1977 at the age of 33.

Her sister, Nancy Brinker promised her that she would do everything in her power to try to put end to breast cancer. Susan G. Komen died in 1980 at the age of 36.

Nancy Brinker honored the promise she made to her sister by establishing Susan G. Komen for the Cure® in 1982.

Our Success

In the 28 years since its inception, Susan G. Komen for the Cure® has successfully brought breast cancer out of the closet, changing how the world talks about and treats the disease.  It has grown to become the world’s largest grassroots network of survivors and activists, investing over $1.2 billion in the cause and turning breast cancer into a priority health issue for women.

For the past 28 years, Susan G. Komen for the Cure® has played a critical role in every major advance in the breast cancer movement.  Because of the organization’s efforts to establish the importance of early detection in finding and treating breast cancer, nearly 75% of women over 40 now receive regular screening mammograms compared to just 30% in 1982.
This year Komen awarded more than $100 million in research grants – the largest single-year research investment in our organization’s 27-year history. That’s a healthy 30 percent increase over last year’s award. This monumental grants slate moves Komen for the Cure even closer to our goal of investing $2 billion in breast cancer research and community health programs by 2017.
Charity Navigator Award

We have been named a top-rated charity by Charity Navigator, America's largest independent evaluator of charities, for a second year in a row.

Charity Navigator's award of four out of a possible four stars indicates that we excel, as compared to other charities in America, in successfully managing our organizational finances in an efficient and effective manner. This is an exceptional feat, especially given the economic challenges many charities have had to face in the last year.

We raised more than $275 million in revenue for the fiscal year ending March 1, 2007, and received a 63.34 rating—exceeding last year's 63.25 rating.

Our Signature Event

The Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure® is the most successful fundraising and education event for breast cancer in the world.  Today, more than one million people participate annually in more than 100 Race events.

Funds raised help meet local breast health needs and educating their communities about breast health and breast cancer.

The Susan G. Komen Central Valley Affiliate Race for the Cure®
· 6639 participants in 2008 10th  Annual Susan G. Komen Central Valley Race for the Cure®
· $401,000  raised.  
· 75% of the money raised stays in Fresno County and is awarded as grants to local non-profits to establish programs for breast cancer education, screening and treatment for underserved/underinsured residents.  The remaining 25% goes to Komen Award and Research Grants.  These are the research grants that will someday find the cure.

Our Presence in Fresno County
Carolyn Jorgensen, a Fresno resident and breast cancer survivor saw an ad for Komen Race for the Cure in a running magazine in 1998.  Concerned about breast cancer in the Central Valley, Carolyn brought the Race for the Cure to Fresno in 1999.  Because of her dedication and that of Komen volunteers the Race grew from 800 participants in 1999 to 6850 in 2007.  Carolyn passed away in August 2007 from a breast cancer recurrence.
The Central Valley Affiliate was incorporated in December 1999.  Since its inception over 1.8 million dollars has been awarded in community-based grants benefiting thousands of residents of Fresno County with programs of breast cancer education, screening, treatment and support.  
Over $500,000 has been contributed to Komen National Research Grants.

Sharon Johnson, Executive Director won the national competition for The Power to Keep Going Award sponsored by the Energizer company for her efforts to end breast cancer.  The recognition meant a $10,000 donation to the Central Valley Affiliate from the Energizer company.
· Central Valley Affiliate Education Committee participates in numerous health fairs throughout the year serving the underserved/underinsured women of Fresno County.  

· Executive Director and the Education Chair provides Breast Cancer Awareness Class for business employees, city, state, county employees and church organizations providing materials free of charge.

· Throughout the year, our local Affiliate mails thousands of breast self-exam shower cards to women’s clinics in Fresno County free of charge.

· Executive Director and the Education Chair speak to services organizations such as Exchange Club and Rotary Club.

· The Central Valley Affiliate assists hundreds of women who cannot afford mammograms by a referral system of California Cancer Detection Program.  Women who need financial assistance with durable medical  equipment.

The Central Valley Affiliate and Public Policy

The Central Valley Affiliate is a proud member of the Komen California Collaborative joining 6 other Komen California Affiliates in a nationwide campaign to “Close the Gaps”  that make breast cancer deadlier for low-income women and women of color.  Komen representatives call on the California legislature to increase funding and broaden eligibility requirements for the California Department of Health Services' Every Woman Counts’ Program, which provides screening and treatment for uninsured and under-insured women. More than 1.2 million women are eligible for screening under the program; however fewer than 250,000 women are served each year due to lack of funding.  
The Central Valley Affiliate also sends Affiliate representatives to “Lobby/Advocacy Day” in Washington D.C.   and visiting with California’s members of the House of Representative and Senators encouraging lawmakers to keep cancer legislation at the forefront.  Komen is working with all major cancer organizations in healthcare reform promoting increased cancer research.
Fundraising Partnerships
Local Partnerships
Clovis Rodeo:  2006/2007/2008:  “Tough Enough to Wear Pink”

Fresno Grizzlies:  2006:  “Going to Bat for the Cure”

Central Valley Coyotes Arena Football:  2007:  “Susan G. Komen for the Cure Night”
Fresno State Women’s Basketball:  2008/2009/2010:  “Pink Zone” (Women Basketball Coach’s Association)
Fresno State Volleyball: 2009:  “Breast Cancer Awareness Night”
Sierra Vista Mall:  2008:  “Ladies Night Out”

Central Valley United States Bowling Congress:  2009/2010:  “Bowl for the Cure®”

Moose Lodge #445:  2009:  “Swing for the Cure®” golf tournament

Pro Travel Network:  2009:  “Cruise for Breast Cancer”

National Partnerships

BMW: Annual event: 1999-2008:  The Ultimate Drive®:   

Coldwater Creek: Annual 2005-2009/2010:  “Try it on for the Cure®” 

Wacoal: Annual Event:   “Fit for the Cure®”

Ford Motor Company: 2009:   “Susan G. Komen for the Cure® Ford Test Drive Program”
Massage Envy:  2009:  “Massage for the Cure®”
Social Networking:  
Website:  Local:    www.komencentralvalley.org
Website National:  www.komen.org
Facebook:  www.facebook.com    Susan G. Komen for the Cure-Central Valley

Twitter:  www.twitter.com  KomenCentValley

Staff

Executive Director-Sharon S. Johnson

2010 Board of Directors

President-Debbie Young
Treasurer-Samantha Carroll

Secretary-Susan Noel
Communications Chair-Lisa Mochizuki
Education Chair-Annie Ovalle
Events Chair-Denny Wilson

Grants Chair-Rowena Chu
Public Policy-Jamie Ledezma/Summer Johnson
Race Chair-Linda Little
Sponsorship/Fundraising Chair-Pamela Parrott
Volunteer Chair-Jennifer Williams
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