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	2011 Breast Cancer Facts



· The most proven and significant risk factors for getting breast cancer are being female and getting older.

· An estimated 500 new cases of breast cancer will be diagnosed in Fresno County in 2011.

· An estimated 100 people in Fresno County will die from breast cancer in 2011. 
· For all races, the five-year relative survival rate for women with localized breast cancer (cancer that has not spread to lymph nodes or other locations outside the breast) in the U.S. is 98 percent (compared to 74 percent in 1982).¹ 
· More than 25,000 California women are diagnosed with breast cancer each year.  More than 4000 die.
· In the U.S., a woman has a 1 in 8 (12 percent) risk of developing breast cancer in her lifetime. 

· One woman is diagnosed with breast cancer every three minutes, and one woman will die of breast cancer every 13 minutes in the U.S.

· Approximately five to ten percent of breast cancers in the U.S. are due to inherited mutations in the BRCA1 or BRCA2 breast cancer genes (less than 1 percent of the general population). .¹  The majority of women with breast cancer have no known significant family history or other known risk factors.

· A woman’s chance of developing breast cancer increases with age. Approximately 95 percent of all breast cancers occur in women 40 years of age and older. 

· Breast cancer is second only to lung cancer in cancer deaths among women.

· African Americans have the highest death rate from breast cancer of any racial/ethnic group in the U.S.
· Breast cancer is the leading cause of cancer death among women in the U.S. ages 40-59.
· Only 51.2 percent of women 40 and older in the U.S. reported having a mammogram in the last year. ²

¹ Cancer Facts and Figures California 2011, ACS
² Cancer Prevention and Early Detection Facts and Figures 20011, ACS 
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